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Introduction 
 

Online visibility is key to promote any tourism product, EuroVelo 13 — Iron Curtain Trail and the ICTr 

products developed in the frame of the ICTr-CE project included. Using existing websites such as the 

EuroVelo website that have a high reach and visibility, is an impactful was to promote and attract cyclists 

on EuroVelo 13 — Iron Curtain Trail.  

According to the EuroVelo Digital Statistics Report (2024), the EuroVelo website saw over 1.8 million sessions 

from more than 1.1 million visitors. Organic traffic reached an all-time high at 73%, highlighting SEO efforts 

and the increasing number of users actively searching for cycling routes and travel inspiration. Record-high 

browsing sessions (four minutes and 35 seconds) and preference for mobile access (57% of traffic), along 

with frequent use of the Route Planner, indicates that EuroVelo.com is a go-to platform for both planning 

and on-the-ground cycling information. 

In order to ensure that the website changes done in the frame of the ICTr-CE project, are as relevant as 

possible to the project, the website pages on which the changes were done were carefully selected. After 

internal discussions, the series of website changes to be done were presented to the project partners during 

project meetings. Discussion was open with all partners and they were given the opportunity to give 

feedback. This was done through several rounds until a detail list of changes was agreed upon.  

After careful consideration, the list of website and mobile application developments were finalised. These 

were primarily executed by an external website developer which was selected after publishing and going 

through a call for tender.  

All the website and mobile application developments are described below. This also includes explanations 

as to why these changes were prioritised and deemed necessary and before and after screenshots of the 

changes when relevant.  

 

  

https://pro.eurovelo.com/download/document/EuroVelo-DigitalStats2024-final.pdf
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EuroVelo Website 

A. EuroVelo 13 Page + sub-pages 

The EuroVelo 13 page is the main portal for EuroVelo 13 — Iron Curtain Trail, introducing cycling tourists to 

the entire route, from Norway to Türkiye. It totalled 27,972 sessions from 23,740 unique users in 2024 

ranking it 10th among all EuroVelo routes. It should be noted that a tracking error resulted in an estimated 

loss of over 500,000 tracked sessions on EuroVelo.com in 2024, meaning the true number of sessions is likely 

considerably higher. Improving the attractivity of the page was therefore a priority, to ensure that cycling 

tourists can access an inviting and informative page that promotes the route and the innovative outputs of 

the ICTr-CE project in the best possible way. 

The description of the main EuroVelo 13 page was updated to better reflect the variety of interesting 

experiences on offer to cyclists along this second-longest of EuroVelo routes. The information contained 

within was broadly retained, but rewritten to be more appealing and engaging. The link to the YouTube 

video and Flickr photos presenting the route, which were created in the context of the DG Enterprise and 

Industry co-funded project Iron Curtain Trail Experience (ICTE), were also retained, as they give users a 

glimpse into the route, although they are around 10 years old at this point and the route is in fact even 

more accessible and developed now. 

A paragraph explaining the ICTr-CE project and its outputs was added to ensure maximum visibility for 

these. This included a brief description of the work done during the project and the underlying aims. 

Furthermore, links were added to the articles explaining the official EuroVelo 13 Info- & Booking Centres, 

the CARMACAL carbon footprint calculator, the Impact Measurement System, the Good Impact Programme 

and the Good Impact Cycling tour packages. Lastly, a link to the updated tour packages page invites users 

to check out the Good Impact Cycling tours for themselves, ensuring they can find the suitable tour package 

for their needs and wishes as quickly and easily as possible.  

Beyond this, the clickable images of the Cultural Route of the Council of Europe as well as the ICTr-CE 

project were added. The former underscores the special status of EuroVelo 13 – Iron Curtain Trail as the 

only EuroVelo route to be certified as a Cultural Route of the Council of Europe – the recertification of which 

will be coordinated by the EuroVelo 13 Partnership and is thus intrinsically linked to the ICTr-CE project and 

its outputs – and directs users to the EuroVelo 13 subpage on the Council of Europe website. The latter, 

when clicked, directs users to the ICTr-CE project page on the EuroVelo website, allowing them to explore 

the activities and output of the project as well as its background and membership in more detail. 

 

 

Before        After  

https://en.eurovelo.com/ev13?_gl=1*15lb1is*_gcl_au*NTU0MDkzODE3LjE3NjE1Njk5MjE.
https://youtu.be/evRia5v5EGo
https://youtu.be/evRia5v5EGo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/eurovelo/albums/72157680450750042
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2026-01-30_official-info-booking-centres-now-open-on-eurovelo-13-iron-curtain-trail
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2026-01-16_measuring-the-carbon-footprint-of-your-cycling-holiday-with-carmacal
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2026-01-30_the-impact-measurement-system-a-new-tool-supporting-sustainable-cycling-tourism
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2026-01-16_reducing-negative-impacts-of-cycling-tourism-the-good-impact-programme
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2026-02-19_good-impact-cycling-on-eurovelo-13-iron-curtain-trail
https://en.eurovelo.com/bookable-offers
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cultural-routes/iron-curtain-trail
https://pro.eurovelo.com/projects/2023-03-22_ictr?_gl=1*eow3yj*_gcl_au*NTE1NDk0OTkyLjE3NjM5NzM1MjYuMTA4NzQ4ODQ5MS4xNzcwMTk4MzczLjE3NzAxOTg0MzI.
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Besides the main EuroVelo 13 page, the sub-pages were updated as well. The sub-pages fall into two 

categories: country by route and stages. The former contain information on EuroVelo 13 in each country it 

passes, while the latter contain information for each stage passing along a shared border – for example, 

Czechia/Austria. This ensures that the special cross-border nature of the route comes to the forefront and 

that cyclists have the most information possible for each stretch, even if they cross back and forth between 

two countries. The descriptions of each of these subpages was edited (where appropriate) to ensure 

consistency in style and tone, and references to the project and its output were included similarly to the 

main EuroVelo 13 page. In countries or stages where one or multiple Good Impact Cycling tours are offered, 

a direct link to the tour(s) in question was added to the description to ensure users interested in the specific 

areas had immediate access to the corresponding tour packages.  

 

   

Before        After  

 

Logos visible in the banner of all pages of the EuroVelo website were updated to reflect the contribution of 

the projects that enabled the development and improvement of the EuroVelo website. This of course 

includes the logo of the ICTr-CE project.  

 

    

Before       After 

  

https://en.eurovelo.com/ev13/czechia-austria
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B. Tour Packages Page 

Updating and improving the Tour Packages page was one of the main focuses of the website 

developments made in the frame of ICTr-CE. This was due to its strong connection to Output 1.2: 

Innovative ICTr tourism product and business model. The newly developed ICTr Tourism Prooduct are 

hosted on EuroVelo’s Tour Packages page. This was decided in order to take advantage of the fact that 

the EuroVelo website already has a high visibility and traffic on its Tour Packages‘ page. It was also 

decided that the 6 ICTr Tourism Products will be placed as the first options on the page for one year 

starting from March 2026 to ensure extra visibility.  

 

Before 

 

 

After 

 

The Tour Packages page was improved in several ways.  

Firstly it was made more visible by adding an extra page introducing „Services for Cyclists“ on the 

EuroVelo website. Through this page, users can either reach the Tour Packages or Cycling Friendly Labels 

pages. 

https://nl.eurovelo.com/tour-packages
https://en.eurovelo.com/services-for-cyclists
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After 

 

The filter menu on the left side of the Tour Packages page was improved by making it neater and more 

user friendly. Scrollable drop down menus replaced the list format. In addition to this the filter menu 

was made „sticky“ so that it is always visible to the user, even when scrolling far down the page. This 

allows users to have a better view of the page and the filter menu. The mobile version of the website 

was also updated with this feature as it is especially impactful for users using smaller screens.  

 

 

After 

 

Extra filers were also added. Users can now search for „Certified“ tour packages. These include the 

„Good Impact Cycling“ tours, also known as ICTr Products, developed within ICTr-CE, as well as the 

packages on ECS certified routes. This extra filter allows users to look for these types of tours faster and 

more easily. The certified tours are also likely to be associated with the concept of a qualitative tour.  

When filters are selected, only the tour packages corresponding to the critieria appear. This is true for 

the tour packages boxes and the itinarary on the map.  
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Before      After 

 

In order to be able to have the „certified“ filter, customisable labels were an added feature. These are 

labels that are possible to add to tour packages and that appear on their individual box and page. These 

labels were made customisable in order to be able to use in different contexts.  

 

 

After 

 

   

After 

 

In order to add some clarity for new cycle tourists, a short definition of what is a tour package was 

added at the top of the page.  
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After 

 

This is followed by an interactive map displaying the itanararies of the tour packages. These are colour 

coded on a gradient. From least (green) to most expensive (dark blue). This map will allow users to have 

an easy visual support when scrolling through the Tour Package page. Certain users prefer first having 

the information on the location of the tour rather than other information such as difficulty level or 

pictures of the scenery, both of which can be found in the dedicated tour package boxes below the map. 

 

 

After 

 

The tour package boxes have also been improved by minising the information on them. This makes the 

boxes and the whole page more visual and easier to scroll through for the users. The most important 

information that users tend to want to know first are visible on the box: Name of the tour, countries it 

goes through, EuroVelo it is on, length, tour operator, diffuculty level and a series of pictures of the 

tour. The carousel of pictures is also a new feature that allows users to project themselves more easily 

on the tour.  
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Before      After  

 

The rest of the information on the tour packages can be found in the newly developed individual pages 

each tour package now has. These pages are accessible by clicking on the relevant box or itinarary on 

the map. A new tab opens when doing so. Allowing users to easily keep track of the different tours that 

may interest them. The individual pages allow more information on the tour to be displayed. The 

description of the tours are no longer limited by a number of characters. Each page also has its own map 

with the itinarary of the concerned tour. All the information a user might need before booking a tour 

may be found on this page. The logo of the tour operators are also displyed to give them additional 

visibility.  

The 6 packages developed in the frame of the ICTr-CE project include references to the project as well 

as mentions of the unique tools and aspects they use (IMS, CARMACAL, GIP, GIC and Official Booking 

Centers). Links to the dedicated articles on these will also be linked on the tour package’s page. If a 

user is convinced and decides to book the tour, they will be redirected to the tour operators page to 

book it there. See below an example of what the page of one of the Good Impact Cycling tours looks 

like.  

 

 

https://en.eurovelo.com/tour-packages/1027?_gl=1*8qlcah*_gcl_au*MTQ2MTc3NDEzOC4xNzY5NDI4NjY3LjIwNjg4MDYwMDguMTc3MDM5MTQxMS4xNzcwMzkxNDEx
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C. Route Planner Changes 

The Route Planner page is where the second most significant amount of changes were made in the frame of 

the ICTr-CE project. Focus was put on this page due to the large amount of users using this page and its 

complementarity to the Tour Packages pages. Indeed, many EuroVelo website users who don’t use the tour 

packages, because they would rather plan their trip alone or didn’t find what they were looking for, use the 

route planner to determine their itinerary. Just like for the tour packages, the main goal of the changes 

implemented on the route planner was to improve the quality of the page and the user experience.  

First off, the banner for users to input details on their itinerary was changed and improved. Its background 

was change from white to blue to make it more visible and aesthetically pleasing. This banner was also 

added to all the pages specific to a EuroVelo.  

 

   

Before       After  

 

On the banners of these EuroVelo specific pages, the list of cities on the route appears on a drop-down menu 

when one starts typing. For instance, on the  EuroVelo 13 — Iron Curtain Trail page, if one types “A”, the 

following list of cities will appear. All of which are on EuroVelo 13.  

 

 

 

In the case where one starts typing a city that is not on the route the following message will appear. These 

new features are especially for users who wish to cycle on a specific route and plan their trip accordingly.  

 

https://en.eurovelo.com/#routes-and-countries
https://en.eurovelo.com/ev13
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A similar message will appear on the main route planner page if the data is not in the EuroVelo database or 

there is a typo. This allows users to know which cities are accessible and plan their trip accordingly.  

 

 

Once an itinerary was input, a different box appears. This one was also edited to make more user friendly. 

Firstly, a reset button was added, allowing users to reset the page to a blank itinerary. Right next to it was 

also added an information icon. This icon gives users access to two downloadable documents. “How to use 

the EuroVelo GPX tracks” and “License and Disclaimer”. Initially these documents were combined as one 

and not intuitive to find. Both of the documents were also updated with newer information as necessary. 

For instance, extra information on which mobile applications are best to use to support the downloadable 

GPX tracks was added.  

 

     

Before        After  

 

When an itinerary is calculated, a column on the right appears with information on the itinerary. The clarity 

of the information of the itinerary has been improved by adding titles to the information given such as 

“Total distance”, “Elevation up”, “Elevation down”, “Estimated time”.  

The “How to use the EuroVelo GPX tracks” and “License and Disclaimer” mentioned above can also be 

downloaded in this section as can be seen in the screenshot below.  

 

https://pro.eurovelo.com/download/document/EuroVelo%20GPX%20tracks_How%20to%20use_20251211.pdf?_gl=1*uppyrl*_gcl_au*MTQ2MTc3NDEzOC4xNzY5NDI4NjY3LjIwNjg4MDYwMDguMTc3MDM5MTQxMS4xNzcwMzkxNDEx
https://pro.eurovelo.com/download/document/EuroVelo%20GPX%20tracks_How%20to%20use_20251211.pdf?_gl=1*uppyrl*_gcl_au*MTQ2MTc3NDEzOC4xNzY5NDI4NjY3LjIwNjg4MDYwMDguMTc3MDM5MTQxMS4xNzcwMzkxNDEx
https://pro.eurovelo.com/download/document/EuroVelo%20GPX%20tracks_License%20and%20disclaimer_20251211.pdf?_gl=1*uppyrl*_gcl_au*MTQ2MTc3NDEzOC4xNzY5NDI4NjY3LjIwNjg4MDYwMDguMTc3MDM5MTQxMS4xNzcwMzkxNDEx
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Before     After  

 

Some features that are not directly visible on the website to the user have also been improved on the 

EuroVelo website. This includes changes in the route planner algorithm, which is behind the calculations of 

itineraries on EuroVelo routes. More specifically, the “penalty” for taking ferries was increased. It was found 

that this penalty was too low compared to the weight of the quality, which meant that the algorithm would 

suggest, for instance, to take a ferry to another country, cycle there, and take another ferry back, instead 

of simply following a coastal route if the quality was better in the other country. With the improved 

algorithm, users are given an itinerary that is always logical and considers ferries only where necessary. 

In addition to this, the backend was improved by completing data on EuroVelo routes which were missing 

some information. Especially segments on route borders. This was especially useful for EuroVelo 13 — Iron 

Curtain Trail given the nature of the route going along and across many borders.  

Another notable improvement concerned the download of GPX tracks after generating an itinerary in the 

route planner. Previously, downloadable tracks were made of several distinct tracks, corresponding to each 

"daily section" along the route. But some navigation apps could not handle this "multitracks" GPX and would 

only display the first daily section, and not the entire route generated by the user. Now, there is another 

possibility to download a "single continuous track" of the generated route, which is handled correctly by 

most navigation apps and enhances user experience for people wanting to travel along their itinerary. 
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D. EuroVelo Pro Website – Resources page 

In order to allow the accessibility of the content and knowledge developed within the ICTr-CE project, a 

few materials were uploaded on the Resources page of the EuroVelo for Professionals website which is linked 

to the EuroVelo website. The materials selected were considered to be the most relevant and useful to 

EuroVelo.com users and in line with the transferability notions of the Output 3.1: Sustainability and 

transferability plan for the integrated ICTr. The list of materials published or that will be published once 

finalised is as follows:  

- Training Materials from A.3.1 

o Module 1: Business and AI Opportunities for Tourism SMEs along Iron Curtain Trail 

o Module 4: How to take advantage of EuroVelo 13 by developing cycling-friendly services? 

- Outputs of ICTr-CE 

o O2.3 - ICTr Good Impact Programme  

o O3.1: Sustainability and Transferability Plan for the Integrated ICTr 

  

https://pro.eurovelo.com/resources
https://pro.eurovelo.com/
https://pro.eurovelo.com/download/document/ICTr-CE_Business%20and%20AI%20opportunities%20for%20tourism%20SMEs%20along%20ICT.pdf
https://pro.eurovelo.com/download/document/ICTr-CE_How%20to%20take%20advantage%20of%20EuroVelo%2013%20by%20developing%20cycling%20friendly%20services.pdf
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E. ICTr-CE Articles 

 

Throughout the 3-year long ICTr-CE project, a number of articles on the project and EuroVelo 13 — Iron 

Curtain Trail have been published on the EuroVelo website. This includes articles going from the general 

aim of the project to some on the specific tools developed within its frame to others on cycling on 

EuroVelo 13 — Iron Curtain Trail. The articles on the Impact Measurement System, CARMACAL, Good 

Impact Programme, Good Impact Cycling and EuroVelo 13 — Iron Curtain Trail – Official Info & Booking 

Centre, are especially relevant for the users interested in booking a Good Impact Cycling tour.  

The list of available articles is as follows:  

• ICTr-CE, a page dedicated to the project with some of its most relevant information  

• New Interreg project launched on EuroVelo 13 – Iron Curtain Trail 

• Impact Measurement System  

• CARMACAL 

• Good Impact Programme 

• Good Impact Cycling 

• EuroVelo 13 – Iron Curtain Trail – Official Info & Booking Centre 

• Book your next cycling trip via the EuroVelo website! 

• Articles on cycling on EuroVelo 13:  

o A homecoming via the Iron Curtain Trail 

o In no-man's land between East and West 

o EuroVelo 13 – Iron Curtain Trail recertified as Cultural Route of the Council of Europe 

o Strengthening EuroVelo 13 as a Cultural Route of the Council of Europe 

o The best thermal spa towns along EuroVelo routes 

o Lynn Salvo, the oldest woman to cycle across Europe from the North Cape to Tarifa 

o The EuroVelo Collector 

 

  

https://pro.eurovelo.com/projects/2023-03-22_ictr?_gl=1*1bp15i2*_gcl_au*MTQ2MTc3NDEzOC4xNzY5NDI4NjY3LjIwNjg4MDYwMDguMTc3MDM5MTQxMS4xNzcwMzkxNDEx
https://pro.eurovelo.com/news/2023-04-12_new-interreg-project-launched-on-eurovelo-13-iron-curtain-trail
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2026-01-30_the-impact-measurement-system-a-new-tool-supporting-sustainable-cycling-tourism
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2026-01-16_measuring-the-carbon-footprint-of-your-cycling-holiday-with-carmacal
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2026-01-16_reducing-negative-impacts-of-cycling-tourism-the-good-impact-programme
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2026-02-19_good-impact-cycling-on-eurovelo-13-iron-curtain-trail
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2026-01-30_official-info-booking-centres-now-open-on-eurovelo-13-iron-curtain-trail
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2024-04-24_book-your-next-cycling-trip-via-the-eurovelo-website
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2025-02-13_a-homecoming-via-the-iron-curtain-trail
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2025-03-14_in-no-man-s-land-between-east-and-west
https://pro.eurovelo.com/news/2023-08-03_eurovelo-13-iron-curtain-trail-recertified-as-cultural-route-of-the-council-of-europe
https://pro.eurovelo.com/news/2024-07-11_strengthening-eurovelo-13-as-a-cultural-route-of-the-council-of-europe
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2024-07-23_the-best-thermal-spa-towns-along-eurovelo-routes
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2024-11-22_lynn-salvo-the-oldest-woman-to-cycle-across-europe-from-the-north-cape-to-tarifa
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2025-02-07_the-eurovelo-collector
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EuroVelo Mobile Application 

A. EuroVelo 13 Page + sub-pages 

 

Due to a high preference for mobile access (57% of traffic), changes on the EuroVelo website were prioritised 

over the EuroVelo mobile application. However, the following changes on the EuroVelo application may still 

be noticed.   

The changes made to the main EuroVelo 13 page are also reflected in the app. The main EuroVelo 13 

description was refreshed to better highlight the diversity of experiences along the route, while retaining 

the core information in a more engaging tone. The existing YouTube video and Flickr photos from the ICTE 

project are also clickable from the app, taking users out of the app but allowing them to experience the 

route in a more visual manner. 

The paragraph explaining and linking to the ICTr-CE project and its outputs is also visible in the app, 

increasing their visibility and reach. This includes the links to the articles explaining the official EuroVelo 

13 Info- & Booking Centres, the CARMACAL carbon footprint calculator, the Impact Measurement System, 

and the Good Impact Programme and the Good Impact Cycling tour packages. The link to the updated tour 

packages page inviting users to check out the Good Impact Cycling tours for themselves is also available. 

 

            

Before       After  

 

The revisions to the website sub-pages are also equally reflected in the app. Both “country by route” and 

cross-border “stages” pages are visible in the app and reflect the streamlining for consistency in tone and 

style, with the references to the ICTr-CE project clearly visible. The direct links to available Good Impact 

Cycling tours were also inserted on applicable country and stage pages to facilitate quick access and are 

https://youtu.be/evRia5v5EGo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/eurovelo/albums/72157680450750042
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2026-01-30_official-info-booking-centres-now-open-on-eurovelo-13-iron-curtain-trail
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2026-01-30_official-info-booking-centres-now-open-on-eurovelo-13-iron-curtain-trail
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2026-01-16_measuring-the-carbon-footprint-of-your-cycling-holiday-with-carmacal
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2026-01-30_the-impact-measurement-system-a-new-tool-supporting-sustainable-cycling-tourism
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2026-01-16_reducing-negative-impacts-of-cycling-tourism-the-good-impact-programme
https://en.eurovelo.com/news/2026-02-19_good-impact-cycling-on-eurovelo-13-iron-curtain-trail
https://en.eurovelo.com/bookable-offers
https://en.eurovelo.com/bookable-offers
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particularly relevant for users wanting to explore the areas in question and for the tours and booking centres 

in order to increase visibility for the offers. 

All newly added visual elements on the website are also mirrored in the app. This includes the images 

highlighting the Cultural Route of the Council of Europe certification and the ICTr-CE project itself, including 

the project logo. 

 

      

 

    After  
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Conclusion 
 

The website and mobile application developments implemented within the framework of the ICTr-CE project 

represent a strategic and long-term investment in the visibility, accessibility and quality of EuroVelo’s digital 

ecosystem. By prioritising enhancements to the EuroVelo website—particularly the EuroVelo 13 — Iron 

Curtain Trail pages, the Tour Packages section and the Route Planner—the project has strengthened both 

the promotional and practical dimensions of the user journey. 

The improvements go beyond visual updates. They enhance usability, clarity of information and logical route 

planning, while making innovative ICTr tourism products directly accessible to a wide and already engaged 

audience. The integration of certified filters, dedicated tour pages, improved GPX downloads, algorithm 

refinements and clearer itinerary information contributes to a smoother and more reliable planning 

experience. At the same time, the prominent positioning of the 6 ICTr tourism products and the inclusion 

of project-related tools and resources ensure strong market visibility and knowledge transfer. 

Overall, the combined digital developments ensure that the results of the ICTr-CE project are not only 

visible but embedded within EuroVelo’s core communication and service tools. This guarantees lasting 

impact, strengthens the positioning of EuroVelo 13 — Iron Curtain Trail, and supports the continued growth 

of sustainable, high-quality cycling tourism on the cycling route. 


