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GLOSSARY

CAP  Common Agricultural Policy

CE Central Europe

CRCF Carbon removal and carbon farming regulation
ESR Effort-sharing regulation

GHG  Greenhouse Gas

LULUCF Land Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry
NGO non-governmental organisation

CF-OG Carbon farming operational group
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INTRODUCTION AND SCOPE
OF THE TASK

Climate change poses a significant challenge to agriculture in Central Europe (CE). The occurrence and
intensity of droughts and water scarcity are increasing, putting pressure on greater agricultural water use
to secure production. Alongside droughts, some regions have excessive water during certain seasons, further
complicating water management in the region. In addition, rising temperatures and extreme weather events
regularly impact productivity, either directly affecting yield or quality, or indirectly by increasing
production costs. All of this is putting pressure on stakeholders to transform land management practises in

the region.

The agricultural sector provides jobs, food, feed, resources, and ecosystem services for the region.
Furthermore, due to its potential to remove carbon and reduce emissions, this sector is also highlighted by
EU policies (Green Deal, Climate Law) that aim at climate neutrality by 2050. Managed properly with the
right actions and measures and with credible verifications, agriculture can substantially support this

ambition and provide climate change mitigation actions of the region.

Carbon farming refers to farm management practises that support agriculture in climate mitigation goals.
Although the name suggests that carbon farming refers to only the management of carbon stocks in soil and
vegetation, it also addresses the management of greenhouse gas emissions (such as CO2, CH4, and N20). In
practise, farmers apply management practises that are known to increase carbon sequestration (such as
cover cropping or agroforestry), reduce greenhouse gas emissions, especially from soils and livestock systems
(such as reduced tillage, precision fertilisation or manure management), or both. In addition, co-benefits
of carbon farming practises can include improvements in soil fertility, enhanced biodiversity, improved soil

water managent and greater resilience of production.

For these actions farmers can get funded, and therefore carbon farming can also be referred to as a green
business model. In the EU, funding for implementing carbon farming practises typically comes from public
funds of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). Private sector funding through supply chains or private offset
and inset carbon markets is currently available in only a few of the EU member states. To increase this
sectors role and to improve the transparency and legitimacy of carbon removal claims and carbon markets,
the EU developed a Carbon Removals and Carbon Farming (CRCF) Regulation. By 2027, the CRCF will
establish the EU-wide voluntary framework for certifying carbon removals, carbon farming and carbon

storage in products.

This action plan was developed to support the implementation of the Strategy for mainstreaming carbon
farming in Central Europe. It has been compiled based on inputs received during the development and
revision of the Strategy and through various activities with stakeholders and the project team of the carbon

farming CE project.



VISION FOR MAINSTREAMING "|'|
CARBON FARMING IN
CENTRAL EUROPE

Carbon farming is a commitment to responsible land management in CE and an acknowledgement of the
role of agriculture in environmental protection and climate change mitigation. Our vision is that agriculture
in the region will transition towards carbon farming practises by 2035. This will increase carbon removals
and reduce GHG emissions, improving the potential of agriculture in the region to contribute to EU climate
goals. Moreover, this will also improve soil fertility, increase biodiversity, and improve food security in the

region.

Supported by relevant research data, strong policy advocacy activities will secure and expand funding
sources for farmers, researchers and advisory services. As a result, carbon farming practitioners will be
supported by options for both public and private funding support, enabling needed investments,
compensation for income losses during transition and awarding the farmers for their climate mitigation
efforts. Research and knowledge transfer activities will support farmers in selection and optimising the
implementation of carbon farming practises. Lastly, awareness-raising activities will improve the
recognition of agriculture in the climate mitigation efforts by general public, increasing the consumer-driven
demand for products from sustainable practises.



STRATEGY FOR
MAINSTREAMING CARBON
FARMING IN CENTRAL
EUROPE

The Strategy for mainstreaming carbon farming is based on three pillars. A short summary is presented here;
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however, for more details we suggest reading the Strategy.

3.1. Policy advocacy and financial support

Strong policy frameworks that support carbon farming practises are essential to mainstream carbon farming.
Advocacy efforts by relevant stakeholders can influence policy decisions to create a regulatory environment
that financially supports adaptation of carbon farming practises. To produce verifiable results and ensure
that claimed carbon removals or emission reductions on farms are trustworthy, carbon farming should be
backed by credible measurement, reporting, and verification system. However, there is a disconnection in
access and communication between stakeholders and policymakers, both at the national and international
levels. To overcome this, a proactive approach is proposed by establishing the CE Carbon Farming

Operational Group, where each country of CE has representatives of relevant stakeholders.

3.2. Capacity development, knowledge transfer, trainings and research and
innovations support

Targeted research based on practical needs and support of farmers through knowledge dissemination are
important measures for mainstreaming carbon farming practises in CE. In addition to research on climate-
friendly practises, priority should also be given to development of credible and large-scale applicable
measurements, reporting and verification methods and processes. Access to trained advisory services in
carbon farming practises and demonstration platforms will support farmers in adopting carbon farming
practises. In addition, advisors should also be educated on cost-benefit analyses of adapting carbon farming

practises and on voluntary offset and inset carbon credit markets.

3.3. Awareness raising for consumers, policymakers, farmers and the wider
public

The widespread adoption of carbon farming in CE depends also on general awareness of this topic.
Communication actions should target consumers, policymakers, NGO, and farmers, addressing both the
“why” and "how-to" adopt carbon farming and the connection to EU climate goals. Educating consumers
about the reduced carbon footprint of food produced with carbon farming practises can create a demand
for such food and food products. To ensure consumers that the claims of reduced carbon footprint are
trustworthy, labelling and branding of products should be supported by the credible measurement,

reporting, and verification system.



RECOMMENDABLE ACTIONS
FOR CARBON FARMING

DEVELOPMENT IN CENTRAL
EUROPE

The action plan is centred on the three pillars of the Strategy. These pillars are supported here by specific

actions and indicators.

4.1. PILLAR 1. Policy advocacy and financial support

Actions under Pillar 1 will support a strong policy framework and verification system that will mainstream
carbon farming practises, measure and report their impact and secure the financial stability of practitioners,

investments, and research and knowledge dissemination networks in the CE.

Main_outcome: the established CE Carbon Farming Operational Group (CF-OG), that will serve as a

coordinating body for policy support, research and innovation, awareness raising, and stakeholder

collaboration.

Action 1: The CE Carbon Farming Operational Group (CF-OG)

The establishment of the CF-OG is an important step in the mainstreaming of carbon farming. The CF-0G
will support policymakers, researchers, farmers and even consumers by leading and steering the regions
advocacy activities, policy support, research needs, awareness raising actions, etc. The OG will consist of
representatives from each CE country (e.g., farmers associations, environmental NGOs, research

institutions, and policymakers) and should also invite other partners to strengthen its position and reach.

1.1 Formal establishment of = CF-OG established and registered by end of 2026
CF-0G = Representatives from all CE member states joined the CF-OG
= Representation from at least 5 stakeholder types (farmers,

NGOs, researchers, policymakers, private sector)

1.2 Operational structure of = Terms of reference prepared and adopted by the middle of
CF-OG defined 2027

= Appointment of lead and national focal points by the end of
2027

= Creation of working groups (policies, funding, awareness
raising activities, etc.) by the end of 2027

1.3 Transnational seminars, = Website and communicational channels established by the
situational analysis and end of 2027
policy briefings = Annual »State of Carbon Farming in CE« report published

from 2028 onwards

= Two transnational seminars per year from 2028 onwards

= |mpact metrics of reach (number of participants downloads
of reports, etc.)
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Action 2: Policy advocacy activities

A supportive policy framework, and clear and manageable measurement, reporting and verification systems
will be identified and implemented to mainstream carbon farming in the CE. Active engagements with
national and EU decision-makers through meetings, briefings, and workshops will be organised by CF-OG and
by individual members in their countries. Relevant research results, information from practise and

verifiable impact of carbon farming in CE will be presented at these events to support the policy advocacy

activities.

Outputs: Description: Indicators:

2.1 Involvement of carbon = Specific and scientifically proven effective eco-schemes or
farming in the next CAP AECM important for carbon removal and emission reduction
and national strategic identified by the CE member states
plans = All the CE member states integrating and supporting

effective carbon farming practises in CAP in 2028-2034

= Carbon farming practices supported with higher incentives
and flexibility

= Credible, simple and transparent monitoring introduced in
the CAP 2028-2034, moving beyond action based approach

2.2 CRCF implementation = Credible MRV approved by national authorities

= Certification body assigned for each CE member state

= Clear rules and liability framework developed and presented
to participants to ensure permanence and integrity

= Trusted carbon credit markets established

2.3 Joint policy briefs and = Organisation of national policy round tables on carbon
position papers farming and MRV in CE countries

= At least one policy brief prepared and submitted for the CE
region

= (Citation or uptake by EU or national institutions

Action 3: Securing and expanding funding opportunities

Stable funding for research, knowledge dissemination, for farmers and for investments are important for
mainstreaming carbon farming in CE. Funding will be possible from public funds (i.e., CAP, Horizon, Life...),
private funds (i.e., carbon markets) or even both. However, as it could be difficult to combine public and

private funding, support will be provided to exploit these options.
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Outputs: Description: Indicators:
3.1 Public funding sources = Report of public funding sources in the CE by the end of 2027
= Annual guideline for public fund utilization from 2028 onwards
3.2 Private funding sources = Report of private funding sources in the CE by the end of 2027
(CRCF, voluntary offset = Annual guideline for private fund utilization from 2028
and inset markets, etc.) onwards
3.3 Guidance on combining = Annual guideline for combined fund utilization from 2028
public and private onwards

financing

Actions under Pillar 2 will support a strong research, innovations and knowledge development, dissemination
and training networks in the CE. In return, researchers and policymakers could receive feedback on the

needs and effectiveness of practitioners to address the gaps in the knowledge, research and policies.

Main outcome: support of targeted applied research, trained and skilled advisory services in carbon farming
practises, support of farmers through knowledge dissemination and access to a variety of demonstration

platforms across the region

Action 4: Training programs

Comprehensive training programmes for advisors, farmers, and certification bodies covering key areas of
carbon farming will be developed. Training programmes will cover technical aspects of carbon farming
practises, monitoring, reporting, and verification methods specific to carbon farming, cost-benefit analysis,
regulations and voluntary carbon credit markets. Training programmes will be tailored to different farm
types (e.g., arable, livestock) and the specific agro ecological zones of the CE region. Innovative methods,
such as online modules for flexible learning and in-person workshops for practical demonstrations, will be
used to maximize the effects of the training. In addition, advisors will be trained to collect feedback from

farmers on their experiences with carbon farming practises.

Outputs: Description: Indicators:
4.1 Certified trainings for = Training programs in CE countries established from 2028
farmers, advisors and onwards
certifiers = Participant from the CE region included in the training from
2028 onwards
4.2 Development of = Standardised and localised training material prepared by 2028

training material
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Action 5: Demonstration sites, living labs and knowledge exchange events

Using multi-actor approaches, a variety of demonstration farms, pilot projects, living labs and research

platforms across CE region will be established. Information exchange and scientific exploitation of trials

across diverse conditions will enable reliable costs and benefits analyses, and analyses of impact and

effectiveness of various practises at the farm level. Farmer-to-farmer learning platforms are gaining

importance for effective knowledge transfer. Events will be organized (field days and workshops) with the

cooperation of farmers, where farmers practising innovative carbon farming practises can share their

knowledge and experiences with other farmers. These will be supported by educational materials (videos,

podcasts, case studies, etc.), and the use of online platforms and social media. In addition, online knowledge

hub will be established to support advisors and farmers.

Outputs: Description: Indicators:

5.1 Demonstration events Demonstration events on topics of carbon farming practices
in CE region from 2028 onwards
Feedback from participants collected and analysed

5.2 Living labs Living labs on topics of carbon farming practices established
in the CE by 2030

5.3 Information platform Dedicated CF-OG information platform online from 2028
onwards
Informative papers and practice abstracts annually published
Relevant scientific research findings annually published
Videos, lectures, demonstrations and podcast regarding the
carbon farming practises and their implementation annually
published

5.4 Carbon farming in CE International conference on Carbon farming organised every

conference third year from 2028 onwards.

The CF-0OG will be responsible for the organisation.

Action 6: Research, innovations and international cooperation

Targeted applied research based on practical needs and identified gaps to support development,

effectiveness and mainstreaming of carbon farming in the CE region will be prioritised. To increase the

credibility of carbon farming, priority will be given to the development and improvements of credible and

large-scale applicable measurement, reporting and verification methods and processes.
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Outputs: Description: Indicators:
6.1 National research = Launch of nationally funded carbon farming research calls in
collaboration projects Central Europe by 2030

= Projects include multi-actor approach, connecting
researchers, farmers and advisors

6.2 International  research = Launch of international carbon farming research projects in
and collaboration Central Europe by 2030
projects = Projects include multi-actor approach, connecting

researchers, farmers and advisors
= Cross-country workshops or exchange visits related to the

projects
6.3 Innovations developed = Existing practises optimised for the specifics of the CE region
= New effective practises introduced by the 2030 in the CE
region

= Development of credible, simple and transparent monitoring
for the CAP 2028-2034, moving beyond action based
approach

Actions under Pillar 3 will increase awareness of the carbon farming in the CE region. For this,
communication actions should target consumers, policymakers, NGO, and farmers, addressing both the
“why” and "how-to" adopt carbon farming and the connection to EU climate goals. Informing consumers
about the reduced carbon footprint of food produced with carbon farming practises will create a demand
for such products. To ensure consumers that the claims of reduced carbon footprint are trustworthy,

labelling and branding of products will be supported by credible certification.

Main outcome: increase awareness on the environmental benefits of the carbon farming and higher demand

for products with smaller carbon footprint in the CE region

Action 7: Communication campaigns

Campaigns will inform on the benefits of carbon farming for farmers, consumers, and the environment.
Contribution of carbon farming practises towards achieving EU climate goals and climate mitigation should
be clearly transmitted to the public. Marketing and promotional events, commercials and promotional
material, testimony videos and podcasts will be developed to support campaigns. Use of traditional media,
online platforms, such as websites, social media campaigns, and e-learning modules, can help to reach a
broad audience. In addition, awareness and knowledge surveys will be done to verify and improve on the

effectiveness of communication campaigns.
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Outputs:
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Indicators:

7.1

National communication
campaigns

Promotional campaigns in the region from 2028 onwards
Promotional or other materials created and published from
2028 onwards

7.2

International
communication
campaigns

International communication campaigns from 2028 onwards
Promotional or other materials created and published per
year from 2028 onwards

7.3

Awareness surveys

At least one awareness survey per year from 2028 onwards
A positive trend in general public recognition of carbon
farming topics by 2035

Action 8: Increase of consumer awareness

Efforts will be made to increase consumer awareness towards food and food products produced with a
smaller carbon footprint. Diverse communication channels and platforms should be used to effectively reach
stakeholders. Specific promotional actions and the development of labels or certifications for food and food
products, or other products produced with carbon farming practises will be performed to support both

producers and consumers. Labels and certification could be co-developed with CF-OG and consumers to

increase trust.

Outputs:

Description:

Indicators:

8.1

Carbon farming labels
and certification

Label on the CE (or EU) level developed by the end of 2028
Rules and guidance for certification for label developed by the
end of 2028

Labelling pilot launched by the end of 2028

Expanding the use of label by the end of 2030

8.2 Farmer to consumer Promotional campaigns, videos, podcasts and events
open days, promotional conducted annually from 2028 onwards
events or marketing
activities
8.3 Market analyses At least one market analysis per year from 2028 onwards
regarding recognition A positive trend in buyers recognising carbon farming label by

of labelled products

2035
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TIME TABLE OF ACTIONS AND OUTPUTS
(2026-2035)

Year Action / Output Pillar Indicator
. . CF-OG established and registered by end of 2026; representatives from all CE
2026 iolr)mal establishment of CF-OG (Action Pillar 1 member states joined; representation from at least 5 stakeholder types (farmers,
' NGOs, researchers, policymakers, private sector)
Operational structure of CF-OG defined . Terms of reference prepared and adopted by mid of 2027;' appointment (.)fllead
2027 . Pillar 1 and national focal points by end of 2027; creation of working groups (policies,
(Action 1.2) . .
funding, awareness raising) by end of 2027
2027 Web5|_te and communlcatlon channels Pillar 1 Website and communicational channels established by end of 2027
established (Action 1.3)
2028 Annual Stéte of C_arbon Farming in CE Pillar 1 Published from 2028 onwards
report begins (Action 1.3)
Two transnational seminars per year . Held annually from 2028 onwards; impact metrics of reach measured
2028 . Pillar 1 .
(Action 1.3) (participants, downloads, etc.)
Involvement of carbon farming in CAP CE member states integrate and support effective carbon farming practices in
2028 . ) g . Pillar 1 CAP 2028-2034; eco-schemes/AECM identified; higher incentives and flexibility;
and national strategic plans (Action 2.1) . . e
credible, simple and transparent monitoring introduced
Credible MRV approved by national authorities; certification body assigned for
2028  CRCF implementation (Action 2.2) Pillar 1 each CE member state; rules and liability framework developed; trusted carbon

credit markets established
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Year Action / Output Pillar Indicator
Joint policy briefs and position papers . Organisation of national policy round tables; at least one policy brief submitted
2028 . Pillar 1 . s . o
(Action 2.3) for CE region; citation/uptake by EU or national institutions
Public funding sources report (Action . Report published by end of 2027; annual guideline for public fund utilization from
2028 Pillar 1
3.1) 2028 onwards
Private funding sources report (Action . Report published by end of 2027; annual guideline for private fund utilization
2028 Pillar 1
3.2) from 2028 onwards
Guidance on combining public and . N . e
2028 . . . . Pillar 1 Annual guideline for combined fund utilization from 2028 onwards
private financing (Action 3.3)
Certified trainings for farmers, advisors . Training programs in CE countries established from 2028 onwards; participants
2028 o . Pillar 2 L
and certifiers (Action 4.1) from CE region included
Devel t of traini terial
2028 eV(.e opment ot training materia Pillar 2 Standardised and localised training material prepared by 2028
(Action 4.2)
2028  Demonstration events (Action 5.1) Pillar 2 Demonstration events on carpgn farming practices in CE region from 2028
onwards; feedback from participants collected and analysed
Dedicated CF-OG information platform online from 2028 onwards; informative
2028 Information platform (Action 5.3) Pillar 2 papers, practice abstracts, scientific research findings, videos, lectures,
demonstrations, podcasts published annually
Carbon Farming in CE conference . International conference organised every third year from 2028 onwards; CF-OG
2028 . Pillar 2 .
(Action 5.4) responsible
2028 National communication campaigns Pillar 3 Promotional campaigns in region from 2028 onwards; promotional or other
(Action 7.1) materials created and published from 2028 onwards
2028 International communication campaigns Pillar 3 International campaigns from 2028 onwards; promotional materials created and

(Action 7.2)

published per year
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Year Action / Output Pillar Indicator
2028  Awareness surveys (Action 7.3) Pillar 3 At Ie.ast one a‘\/\{areness survey per year from 2028 onwards; positive trend in
public recognition by 2035

5028 Carbon farming labels and certification pillar 3 Label developed by end-2028; rules and guidance for certification by end of 2028;

(Action 8.1) pilot launched by end of 2028; expanding use by end of 2030

Farmer-‘to—consumer open d‘ays, - . Promotional campaigns, videos, podcasts, events conducted annually from 2028
2028 promotional events, marketing activities Pillar 3

. onwards

(Action 8.2)

Market analyses regarding recognition . At least one market analysis per year from 2028 onwards; positive trend in buyers
2028 . Pillar 3 .

of labelled products (Action 8.3) recognising label by 2035
2030 Living labs established (Action 5.2) Pillar 2 Living labs on carbon farming practices established in CE by 2030

National research collaboration projects . Launch nationally funded carbon farming research calls by 2030; multi-actor
2030 . Pillar 2 . .

(Action 6.1) approach connecting researchers, farmers, advisors

International research and collaboration . Launch international projects by 2030; multi-actor approach; cross-country
2030 . . Pillar 2 ..

projects (Action 6.2) workshops or exchange visits

Existi . I . . L 2030:

2030  Innovations developed (Action 6.3) Pillar 2 xisting practices optimised for CE; new effective practices introduced by 2030;

development of credible, simple and transparent monitoring for CAP 2028-2034
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