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Central European Alternative Food Networks
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Danijela Kocuvan, RDA Podravje

https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/sustainable-solutions-for-local-food-and-logistics-opening-of-the-orbitala-innovation-hub-to-support-alternative-food-networks-in-slovenia/
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David Strauß, UAS BFI Vienna

https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/building-stronger-local-food-networks-through-better-logistics-better-stronger-local-food-networks-thourgh-better-logistics-the-austrian-innovation-hub-reported-in-die-presse/
mailto:David.Strauss@fh-vie.ac.at
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Lorenzo Cello, ITL

https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/logistics-itl-institute-for-transport-and-logistics-foundation-inaugurates-localog-a-platform-offering-sustainable-logistical-solutions-for-the-short-supply-chain/
mailto:lorenzo.cello@fondazioneitl.org
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Géza Hitka, MATE

https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/food4health-innovation-hub-launched-to-support-afns-in-hungary/
mailto:Hitka.geza@uni-mate.hu
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Alina Nowotarska, PULS

https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/innovative-and-sustainable-solutions-for-local-food-logistics-poznan-university-of-life-sciences-launches-polish-innovation-hub-to-strengthen-local-food-networks-2/
mailto:alina.nowotarska@up.poznan.pl
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The Transnational Innovation Hub will enable cross-border collaboration and mutual
support, give an overview on the activities and/or information provided in the
regional hubs, while the focus of regional hubs will be on local engagement,

knowledge transfer, and integration into support services within their respective
regions or countries.

In addition to the 5 local Innovation Hubs, the
Food4CE project will also establish one
Transnational Innovation Hub (TIH). 

Both transnational and national Innovation Hubs
will play crucial yet distinct roles in advancing
short food supply chains and AFNs in Central
Europe. 

Regional Innovation Hubs, incorporated in the
transnational one, will contribute to the
overall goal of promoting knowledge transfer
and the  co-creation of innovations for the
improvement of AFNs. 

By promoting integration
and collaboration, 

the hub’s aim is to bring
together stakeholders
from various nations,
fostering a broader
perspective and the

adoption of innovative
solutions on a

transnational scale.
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Knowledge Transfer Platform (KTP) is a new
digital tool, designed to support Alternative
Food Networks in Central Europe. This
innovative platform helps local food networks
overcome logistical challenges, promote
sustainability, and enhance the resilience of
short food supply chains.

What is the KTP and how does it work?
The KTP is an interactive online platform,
designed to facilitate knowledge exchange
and best practices among AFN stakeholders,
including local producers, cooperatives,
farmers’ markets, logistics operators, and
sustainability-conscious consumers. Its main
goal is to centralize information, solutions,
and tools that can optimize business models
and improve the efficiency of short food
supply chains.

Access a collection of best practices implemented
across European countries to improve AFNs logistics,
shown on an interactive map.

Explore a range of logistics solutions in areas, such as
transport, warehousing, and packaging, and find the one
that suits best to your needs. 

Utilize training materials to deepen your understanding
of local food supply chain management.

Discover innovative business models with a focus on
digitalization, sustainability, and transparency in food
supply chains.
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Who can benefit from the KTP?

Watch the promo video Visit the KTP

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=O3XwoP_Q25Y&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.interreg-central.eu%2F&source_ve_path=MjM4NTE


9

Visit the MP 
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The Matchmaking Platform (MP) is a new digital
tool designed to support the development of
business solutions and logistics services for
AFNs. 

This online space will serve as a connection
hub for producers, consumers, transport
operators, and marketplaces, fostering
strategic partnerships and improving the
efficiency of sustainable food logistics.

Meet your match provides options to
connect with potential stakeholders across
the alternative food sector, aiming to foster
innovative partnerships and build a strong
network.

Bulletin board provides access to new
business opportunities within the
alternative food industry either being  
investment opportunities, potential
collaborations, or helping businesses grow
and innovate.

Meeting and event space provides details
on networking opportunities, conferences,
and seminars, enabling users to stay
engaged, share knowledge, and drive the
sector forward.
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On 27th and 28th of September 2024, the Food4CE project meeting was held in Vienna, hosted by
the Austrian partners UAS BFI Vienna and ECONSULT. At the meeting project's progress, goals
achieved, and important steps to be taken in the upcoming months were discussed. 

The meeting served as a good opportunity to
learn about several real case demonstrations
from various operators, who are bringing their
sustainable innovations to city logistics in
Vienna, and beyond.

Food4CE project meeting in ViennaFood4CE project meeting in Vienna

https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/on-26th-and-27th-september-the-food4ce-project-meeting-was-held-in-vienna-during-which-sustainable-urban-food-logistics-use-cases-were-demonstrated/
https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/on-26th-and-27th-september-the-food4ce-project-meeting-was-held-in-vienna-during-which-sustainable-urban-food-logistics-use-cases-were-demonstrated/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y2U60jtmaBk&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.interreg-central.eu%2F&source_ve_path=MjM4NTE


On November 14th the Italian partner ITL
presented Food4CE at the Agrifood Innovation
Festival in Bologna, Italy, organized by Food
Hub. The event was a great opportunity to
connect with innovative start-ups, corporates,
researchers and professionals operating in this
field.
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On October 16th the Faculty of Agriculture and
Life Sciences at the University of Maribor
became a hub for expert dialogue as it hosted
the 12th conference on Current Trends in
Organic Farming 2024. Mag. Danijela Kocuvan
from RDA Podravje – Maribor delivered a
presentation on Alternative Food Networks.  

Food4CE joined the AGRA 2024 Agricultural and
Food Fair, held from August 24th to 29th in
Gornja Radgona, Slovenia. The Regional
Development Agency for Podravje – Maribor, in
cooperation with its partners, organised a
varied and stimulating programme that
attracted numerous visitors and enriched the
event. The event addressed key challenges and
opportunities in agriculture, sustainable food
production and tourism.

Food4CE at the International Agriculture andFood4CE at the International Agriculture and
Food Fair in Gornja Radgona, SloveniaFood Fair in Gornja Radgona, Slovenia  

Food4CE at the 2024 Agrifood InnovationFood4CE at the 2024 Agrifood Innovation
Festival in Bologna, ItalyFestival in Bologna, Italy

Food4CE at the Conference on Current Trends inFood4CE at the Conference on Current Trends in
Organic Agriculture 2024 in Maribor, SloveniaOrganic Agriculture 2024 in Maribor, Slovenia

https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/food4ce-at-the-international-agriculture-and-food-fair-in-gornja-radgona-slovenia-to-share-knowledge-and-foster-the-development-of-innovative-solutions-for-sustainable-food-production/
https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/food4ce-at-the-international-agriculture-and-food-fair-in-gornja-radgona-slovenia-to-share-knowledge-and-foster-the-development-of-innovative-solutions-for-sustainable-food-production/
https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/sustainable-logistics-highlighted-at-the-webinar-organised-by-the-slovenian-innovation-hub-orbitala/
https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/sustainable-logistics-highlighted-at-the-webinar-organised-by-the-slovenian-innovation-hub-orbitala/
https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/sustainable-logistics-highlighted-at-the-webinar-organised-by-the-slovenian-innovation-hub-orbitala/
https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/sustainable-logistics-highlighted-at-the-webinar-organised-by-the-slovenian-innovation-hub-orbitala/
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On September 11th, the second webinar
dedicated to the creation of the Polish
Innovation Hub was organized. The discussion
covered key topics, such as the Matchmaking
Platform, new technologies for fruit storage
and logistics, and the impact of logistics and
promotion on market success. Additionally,
insights on healthy eating and short food supply
chains were shared."

On January 29th, the Slovenian Innovation Hub
ORbITaLA successfully organized the first co-
creation workshop, which explored key
opportunities for optimizing transport costs,
promoting the use of electric vehicles, and
efficiently integrating outsourcing into logistics
processes. The workshop focused on practical
examples to show, how to accurately calculate
costs for different vehicle types, distances and
shipment sizes.

Sustainable logistics highlighted at the webinarSustainable logistics highlighted at the webinar
organised by the ORbITaLA Innovation Huborganised by the ORbITaLA Innovation Hub  

Food production and distribution, safety andFood production and distribution, safety and
logistics aspects webinar organized by PULSlogistics aspects webinar organized by PULS

https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/sustainable-logistics-highlighted-at-the-webinar-organised-by-the-slovenian-innovation-hub-orbitala/
https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/sustainable-logistics-highlighted-at-the-webinar-organised-by-the-slovenian-innovation-hub-orbitala/
https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/sustainable-logistics-highlighted-at-the-webinar-organised-by-the-slovenian-innovation-hub-orbitala/
https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/sustainable-logistics-highlighted-at-the-webinar-organised-by-the-slovenian-innovation-hub-orbitala/
https://www.interreg-central.eu/projects/food4ce/


STAY TUNED!

Preparatory activities are well under way for
the launch of the Transnational Innovation Hub.
The national Innovation Hubs, incorporated in
the transnational one will contribute to the
overall goal of promoting knowledge transfer,
co-creation of innovations, and fostering
improved Alternative Food Networks (AFNs)
throughout Central Europe. Stay tuned for
further updates and announcements!

Food4CE Consortium prepares for the nextFood4CE Consortium prepares for the next
project meeting in Bologna, Italyproject meeting in Bologna, Italy

On April 2nd and 3rd 2025, the next project
meeting will be held in Bologna, Italy, hosted
by the Italian partner ITL- Institute for
Transport and Logistics Foundation. 

At the plenary meeting project progress will be
reviewed, as well as planned activities for the
upcoming period. As customary, the meeting
will include a study visit, offering participants
valuable insights and hands-on experience into
logistics practices. 

The upcoming days will be important for the
Food4CE project as we approach the
implementation of the second of the project
solutions. After the launch of the Knowledge
Transfer Platform (KTP), we are excited to
share that the Matchmaking Platform will also
be available to the public in its beta version
soon. Stay tuned for further updates ahead of
this important launch!

Food4CE establishes the TransnationalFood4CE establishes the Transnational
Innovation HubInnovation Hub

The launch of the Matchmaking PlatformThe launch of the Matchmaking Platform  
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University of Maribor
(Lead partner)
Maribor - Slovenia (SI)
www.um.si

Regional
Development Agency
Podravje
Maribor - Slovenia (SI)
www.rra-podravje.si

Institute for Transport
and Logistics
Foundation
Bologna - Italy (IT)
www.fondazioneitl.org

Hungarian University of
Agriculture and Life
Sciences - Institute of
Food Science and
Technology
Gödöllő - Hungary (HU)
www.uni-mate.hu

Łukasiewicz Research
Network – Institute of
Technology
Poznań - Poland (PL)
pit.lukasiewicz.gov.pl

Poznań University of
Life Sciences
Poznań - Poland (PL)
www.up.poznan.pl

ECONSULT
Vienna - Austria (AT)
www.econsult.at

UAS BFI Vienna
Vienna - Austria (AT)
www.fh-vie.ac.at

European Network of
Logistics Competence
Centres
Bruxelles - Belgium (BE)
www.openenlocc.net/
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http://www.um.si/
https://www.rra-podravje.si/
http://www.fondazioneitl.org/
http://www.uni-mate.hu/
http://pit.lukasiewicz.gov.pl/
http://www.up.poznan.pl/
http://www.econsult.at/
http://www.fh-vie.ac.at/
http://www.openenlocc.net/


Follow us on social media

@Food4Ce @Food4CE

Visit our website

Alternative Food Networks seek to transform food supplies by connecting ethical
producers and consumers more directly. Systematic policies to support such networks
are widely missing in central Europe and it is time to change this. 

The Food4CE project will establish local and transnational hubs for the food and
logistics sectors, for stakeholders to exchange good practices and take up innovative
technologies. The hubs will be integrated into the European network of logistics
competence centres. 

STAY UP TO DATE!

https://x.com/Food4Ce
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/food4ce/
https://www.interreg-central.eu/projects/food4ce/

