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Strengthening Innovation Capacities Among
Central European Alternative Food Networks
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Promoting local
production and
marketing offers a
win-win solution,
since it creates an
economically viable
environment for
farmers and
consumers, while
supporting
environmentally
friendly practices
and fostering social
equality.
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Geographically, most AFNs are located in the
voivodeships (regions) of Greater Poland (16,84 %),
Masovia (11,58 %) and Kujawsko-Pomorskie (6,32 %). 
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Food4CE Knowledge Transfer Platform and
Matchmaking Platform will facilitate the
creation of a unique mutual support network
for AFNs in Central Europe
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for AFNs in Central Europe

To improve the logistical efficiency of AFNs, the Food4CE project will develop innovative tools and
solutions, namely the Knowledge Transfer Platform and the Matchmaking Platform. The objective
of both platforms is to facilitate the transfer of knowledge and exchange of business practices
between different actors and regions, in order to further foster the creation of a unique network
of mutual support for Central European AFNs.

AFNs are essential for promoting short food supply chains and reducing the carbon footprint of food
distribution. However, they face challenges, such as lack of knowledge on logistics collaboration,
digitalisation and distribution/delivery system. To address these challenges, Food4CE will establish
5 local and 1 transnational innovation hub, bringing together actors from different sectors
including researchers, business experts, food producers, logistics and transport operators, and policy
makers.

Food4CE pilot activities will showcase 
transnational cooperation through innovation
hubs

Food4CE pilot activities will showcase 
transnational cooperation through innovation
hubs

8

https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/food4ce-pilot-activities-will-showcase-transnational-cooperation-through-innovation-hubs/
https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/food4ce-knowledge-transfer-platform-and-matchmaking-platform-will-facilitate-the-creation-of-a-unique-mutual-support-network-for-afns-in-central-europe/
https://www.interreg-central.eu/news/food4ce-knowledge-transfer-platform-and-matchmaking-platform-will-facilitate-the-creation-of-a-unique-mutual-support-network-for-afns-in-central-europe/
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Food4CE Consortium prepares for the next project meeting 
On 22nd and 23rd May, the next project
meeting will be held in Budapest, Hungary,
where an official mid-term review of the
project will be carried out to follow up on the  
progress and work plans for the following
months. 

At the meeting also co-creation session aimed
at demonstrating the Living Lab methodology,
whish is part of the “Innovation Hub based on
the Living Lab methodology”, will be carried
out. A study visit will also take place during the
meeting. More news and updates on this soon.

STAY TUNED!

Regional Food Logistics: free webinar organized by Food4CE
Austrian partners UAS BFI Vienna and ECONSULT

A free webinar organized by FH UAS BFI
Vienna and ECONSULT as part of the
Food4CE project will be held on March 19
from 15:30 to 17:00 to talk about
challenges, needs and opportunities of
regional producers.

Facing challenges of Sustainable Short Food Supply Chains at
the Logistics Congress

Food4CE will be presenting its latest findings at the
upcoming 11th International Logistics Congress in
Portorož, Slovenia. The congress will bring together
over 2000 logistics professionals to discuss regional
presence that affects efficiency of supply chains.

Food4CE will be showcased by University of Maribor,
who will present its approach to addressing these trends
within the specific context of Short food supply chains
(SFSC).

https://www.interreg-central.eu/event/facing-challenges-of-sustainable-short-food-supply-chains-at-the-logistics-congress/
https://www.interreg-central.eu/event/facing-challenges-of-sustainable-short-food-supply-chains-at-the-logistics-congress/
https://www.interreg-central.eu/event/regional-food-logistics-free-webinar-organized-by-fh-bfi-vienna-and-econsult-as-part-of-the-food4ce-project/
https://www.interreg-central.eu/event/regional-food-logistics-free-webinar-organized-by-fh-bfi-vienna-and-econsult-as-part-of-the-food4ce-project/
https://logisticscongress.eu/
https://logisticscongress.eu/
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Regional
Development Agency
for Podravje
Maribor - Slovenia (SI)
www.rra-podravje.si

ITL will provide the necessary support to the AFN policy-making and
strategic planning framework. After an initial phase of mapping,
classification and liaising with existing AFNs and other relevant stakeholders
in the Emilia-Romagna region, ITL will set up and manage a regional
Innovation Hub. The goal of this Innovation Hub will be to enhance the
logistics competences of AFNs, foster collaborative innovative solutions,
develop joint action plans and policy guidelines to support AFNs.

University of Maribor
(Lead partner)
Maribor - Slovenia (SI)
www.um.si

University of Maribor will implement transnational activities, supporting
the involvement of all stakeholders within Food4CE. It will also develop
study and research activities, contributing to the development,
implementation and monitoring of strategies and pilot actions that will
gather knowledge, experience and good practices in the field of logistics
operations for AFNs. Additionally, the University of Maribor will directly
support RRA Podravje - Maribor  in the implementation of the Innovation
Hub setup for AFNs logistics knowledge transfer and stakeholders’
matchmaking by providing a platform for knowledge transfer and logistics
matchmaking. 

Within the Food4CE project, RRA Podravje - Maribor will be responsible for
delivering methodology and supporting partners with the establishment of
regional Innovation Hubs and co-creation of the transnational Innovation
Hub. Thanks to their extensive knowledge and experience working with
local producers, RRAPM will co-create events and activities that will show
the real needs and challenges of AFNs creation, which will be later
incorporated into regional Action plans for the support of AFNs.

Institute for Transport
and Logistics
Foundation
Bologna - Italy (IT)
www.fondazioneitl.org

MATE's main mission is to support project partners with its knowledge in
the field of agriculture by coordinating the identification and classification
of existing AFNs in Europe. Additionally, MATE will setup and manage
Innovation Hub and develop the pilot action in Hungary. MATE will also
contribute to the development of the Knowledge Transfer Platform and the
Matchmaking Platform.

Hungarian University of
Agriculture and Life
Sciences Food and
Technology Institution
Gödöllő - Hungary (HU)
www.uni-mate.hu
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https://www.rra-podravje.si/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/itl-institute-for-transport-and-logistics-foundation-/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=innovationhub&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7153659476196175872
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rrapodravje-maribor/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=innovationhub&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7150800456301080576
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=innovationhub&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7150800456301080576
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=alternativefoodnetworks&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7150800456301080576
https://www.fondazioneitl.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=afns&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7156217914914684928
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=innovationhub&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7156217914914684928
https://www.uni-mate.hu/
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Łukasiewicz Research
Network – Institute of
Technology
Poznań - Poland (PL)
pit.lukasiewicz.gov.pl

Łukasiewicz-PIT has a transversal and transnational role in the Food4CE
project, contributing to the analysis of existing AFNs in Europe, their
characteristics and needs, as well as their logistical best practices. L-PIT
will help to create the path toward the strategic planning framework and
co-create a regional innovation hub in Poland and its pilot operations. 

Through long-term cooperation with agricultural producers and processors
of agricultural products, PULS will identify and assess the level of
development of AFNs in Poland. Moreover, PULS will manage the Innovation
Hub in Poland and co-create transnational network of innovation hubs.

Poznań University of
Life Sciences
Poznań - Poland (PL)
www.up.poznan.pl

ECONSULT
Wien - Austria (AT)
www.econsult.at

Within Food4CE, ECONSULT will lead the process of mapping AFN logistics
solutions and best practices. Additionally, ECONSULT will support project
partners with its knowledge and logistical expertise in several other tasks,
including the methodology development for the regional and transnational
Innovation Hub, the development of a Knowledge Transfer and
Matchmaking Platform and finally the development of regional action plans
for AFNs support.

UAS BFI Vienna
Wien - Austria (AT)
www.fh-vie.ac.at

UAS BFI Vienna will lead the development of the KTP. As activity leader, it
will work closely with the University of Maribor on development and testing
of KTP and its implementation. Additionally, UAS BFI Vienna will set up and
manage the Innovation Hub in Vienna in close cooperation with ECONSULT.
Finally, UAS BFI will play a central role in the identification and analysis of
AFNs in Austria, helping to understand their logistical needs and best
practices.

European Network of
Logistics Competence
Centres
Bruxelles - Belgium (BE)
www.openenlocc.net/

OPEN ENLoCC focuses on the dissemination and exploitation of activities.
For this reason it is involved in all work packages with the aim of
capitalising, communicating, sharing and exploiting the results in the
Central European area. It directly follows up all project results to support
the partners in communication issues and takes care of developing specific
results from a technical point of view thanks to the expertise of the
regional competence centres.
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https://pit.lukasiewicz.gov.pl/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=food4ce&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7158761845086949376
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=afns&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7158761845086949376
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=innovationhub&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7161660473560576000
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=innovationhub&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7161660473560576000
https://www.up.poznan.pl/
https://www.econsult.at/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=innovationhub&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7164183647883804672
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=afns&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7164183647883804672
https://www.fh-vie.ac.at/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=knowledgetransferplatform&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7166708168469667840
https://www.linkedin.com/company/econsult-betriebsberatungsges-m-b-h-/
https://www.openenlocc.net/


Follow us on social media

@Food4Ce @Food4CE

Visit our website

Alternative Food Networks seek to transform food supplies by connecting ethical
producers and consumers more directly. Systematic policies to support such networks are
widely missing in central Europe and it is time to change this. 

The Food4CE project will establish local and transnational hubs for the food and logistics
sectors, for stakeholders to exchange good practices and take up innovative technologies.
The hubs will be integrated into the European network of logistics competence centres. 

STAY UP TO DATE!


