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Man-made species-rich grasslands are an important part of the 
Central European cultural landscape. In addition to their productive 
function, they also provide services such as biodiversity, water 
retention and erosion control. Unfortunately, the conservation status 
of such grasslands continues to worsen, despite numerous action 
plans, management requirements and agricultural subsidies the 
decline or loss of rare species, e.g. orchids continues.
It is against this background that the DiverGrass* project aims to 
identify causes for this ongoing deterioration in the German-Czech 
border area around the cities of Zittau and Liberec. The project 
proposes measures to halt and/or reverse this negative situation. 
Promising examples of positive measures were carried out and 
monitored at several trial locations.
These measures focus on the influence of different management 
forms such as grazing or changing the mowing frequency, but also 
include forms of investment such as the transfer of hay from donor 
to recipient sites. Excursions, workshops and seminars provide 
opportunities for discussion between the nature conservationists, 
landowners, farmers and public authorities. At the end of 2019 
a guidebook will compile all project outputs and will be made 
available to all land users and interested parties in Eastern Saxony 
and the Liberec Region.

Benefit of the month #10: 
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE AND BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION
Each month the Interreg Central Europe Project 
MaGICLandscapes introduces a particular benefit of green 
infrastructure including examples from the project’s case 
study areas and across Central Europe.

*DiverGrass is implemented by the Cooperation Programme Saxony-Czech Republic 
2014-2020. Project partners are the International Institute Zittau, the Czech Crop 
Research Institute and Czech University of Life Sciences Prague.
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